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INTRODUCTION
• Forests in Cote d’Ivoire are being converted into
agricultural lands. In 50 years, the total extent of coffee
and cocoa orchards has increased fivefold.
• The annual volume of logged timber was estimated at 5
million m3 in 1970s, 2.5 million m3 in 1980 and is currently
estimated at 1.2 million m3
• Given the importance of forests in the country’s
development, a resource management policy has been
developed.
• Forest policy in Cote d’Ivoire evolved steadily.

I- FOREST POLICY EVOLUTION
Beginning 60s, the State enforced a forest policy including major
changes which led to the adoption of the forestry code: These
major changes were:
Definition of five year forest development programmes from
1960 to 1985;
Adoption of Law n° 65-425 of 20th December 1965 laying
down the forestry code;
Development of a forest master plan (1988-2015)
1994: The reform of forest industry to take into account the
sustainable management requirements (see map)
Development of the Forest Sector Project (PSF)
2005: Creation of the National Working Group (GNT) on the
definition of principles, criteria and indicators for SFM

II- CURRENT CHALLENGES OF FOREST GOVERNANCE IN
COTE D’IVOIRE AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION OF
VPA/FLEGT

1. Strengthening the legal and institutional framework
The forestry code is under revision. Aspects related to the
chain of custody and legal origin of timber are being
taken into consideration to improve forest governance in
Cote d’Ivoire.
 VPA negotiations will help to define a legality grid based
on the new forest law.
 Enforcement of the Rural Land Tenure Code of 1998

II- CURRENT CHALLENGES OF FOREST GOVERNANCE
IN COTE D’IVOIRE AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION OF
VPA/FLEGT

Strengthening the legal and institutional framework
(continued)
 The involvement of all forest stakeholders in VPA
negotiations will help to solve conflicts of interest
amongst different groups.
1.

 The development of a regulatory and institutional
framework incentivising private operators to invest in
reforestation activities and to create new partnerships
between forest associations and land owners;

II- CURRENT CHALLENGES OF FOREST GOVERNANCE
IN COTE D’IVOIRE AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION OF
VPA/FLEGT
1.

Strengthening the legal and institutional framework
(continued)

 In preparation for FLEGT, the Government of Cote d’Ivoire is
building the technical and operational capacities of forest services;
 The lack of synergy between administrative and governmental
actions are being addressed through the creation of partnerships
between the Ministry of Forests and Wildlife, and other ministries or
departments.

II- CURRENT CHALLENGES OF FOREST GOVERNANCE
IN COTE D’IVOIRE AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION OF
VPA/FLEGT
2. Strengthening of the National Reforestation Programme

 Enforcement of a reforestation offset policy since 1994;
 180 000 to 200 000 ha of planted forests from 1996 to 2011;
 REDD+ mechanism (Start-up workshop in September 2011)

3. Strengthening the tracking system of forest products
The current wood tracking system does not allow tracing timber from
the point of harvest to the final destination. In the framework of VPA
negotiations, there is a need to strengthen the wood tracking system
to improve its efficiency especially at the wood processing level where
wood tracking is complex;

II- CURRENT CHALLENGES OF FOREST GOVERNANCE
IN COTE D’IVOIRE AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION OF
VPA/FLEGT
4. Enforcement of sustainable management standards

VPA negotiations will help to enforce sustainable
management standards elaborated by the Government of
Cote d’Ivoire such as:
 OAB/OIBT principles, criteria and indicators for SFM
elaborated by the National Working Group of Cote
d’Ivoire in 2006;
Principles, criteria and indicators for sustainable
management in forest concessions
Mapping the boundaries of forest concessions using GPS
technology

II- CURRENT CHALLENGES OF FOREST GOVERNANCE
IN COTE D’IVOIRE AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION OF
VPA/FLEGT
5. Reform

of the forest industry

Cote d’Ivoire intends to enforce its forest industry reform to boost
the competitiveness of the sector and meet external market
requirements. The main challenges are:
 Motivate forest industries to comply with forest regulation;
 Modernise wood processing units and revise the forest tax
law;
 Ensure lasting timber supply of wood processing units through
reforestation schemes.
These challenges are to be taken into account by the
Government of Cote d’Ivoire during VPAs negotiations to secure
and increase its share on the European market.

II- CURRENT CHALLENGES OF FOREST
GOVERNANCE IN COTE D’IVOIRE AND POTENTIAL
CONTRIBUTION OF VPA/FLEGT
6. Timber trade control
Key challenges are:
Fight against illegal exploitation of forest products;
Establishment of a mechanism to follow timber prices on
the international market;
Wood trade regulation on domestic market;
Regulation of forest products export

1. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACP-FLEGT PROJECT
 Project title:
«Organisation of a set of seven information meetings on
FLEGT initiatives at central and local levels»;

 Objective:
Inform and sensitise the Government, private sector and civil
society organisations on FLEGT initiatives.

III- State of Implementation of FLEGT process in COTE
D’IVOIRE
1. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACP-FLEGT PROJECT
Organisation of the project Start-up meeting on Thursday 13th
October 2011 in IVOTEL Hotel (Abidjan) with FAO and EU
representatives;
Organisation of information and sensitisation meetings in Abidjan,
Bondoukou, Bouaké, Korhogo, Man, San Pedro and Gagnoa;

 Evaluation mission of the state of implementation of the project
carried out from 12th to 16th March 2012 by Mr. Marc
Vandenhaute from the ACP-FLEGT support programme of FAO in
Rome ;
 Organisation of a workshop to present the results of the project

on Wednesday 12th March 2012, in new PERGOLA Hotel
(Abidjan) with FAO and EU Delegation representatives.

III- State of Implementation of FLEGT process in COTE
D’IVOIRE

1. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACP-FLEGT PROJECT
 Results
In total, 812 participants out of 928 expected, participation rate of
87.50%, Most opinion leaders have been informed and sensitised on
FLEGT. They included:
378 public sector participants out of 447 expected, participation
rate of 84.56%;
157 private sector participants out of 189 expected, participation
rate of 83.07%;
277 civil society participants out of 292 expected, participation rate
of 94.86%.

III- State of Implementation of FLEGT process in COTE
D’IVOIRE

1. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACP-FLEGT PROJECT
 Promotion and outreach of FLEGT

Some radio stations (ONU-CI FM, Radio Zanzan,
radio San-Pédro, radio fraternité Gagnoa, etc.) have
been involved in FLEGT information meetings;
Activities conducted have been reported on national
radio and television, and six different tabloids
(Fraternité matin, Nouveau réveil, Nord-Sud, Le
Patriote, Le Mandat, l’Agence Ivoirienne de Presse
(AIP)).

III- State of Implementation of FLEGT process in COTE
D’IVOIRE
2. Outlook on forest governance in COTE D’IVOIRE
 Organisation of a National Workshop to decide on adhesion of Cote
d’Ivoire to FLEGT process. This high level meeting will help Cote d’Ivoire to:
 Express its willingness to join the FLEGT;
 Formally engage into VPA-FLEGT negotiations with the European
Union;
 Implementation of the Project «Participatory state-of-art of timber legality
and verification» to be funded by EU to put in place a national wood
tracking system in Cote d’Ivoire
 Private timber companies seeking for the Certificate of Legal Origin of
Timber prior to RBUE enforcement in March 2013;
 Organisation of the Estates-General of forests and water resources in 2013

CONCLUSION
 Measures taken will be used to inform VPA/FLEGT
negotiations in order to improve forest resources
governance
 Invitation to National FLEGT workshop
September 2012 to share our experiences

slated

in

 In terms of forest resources management, Cote d’Ivoire
believes in sub-regional integration through both Mano
River Union and ECOWAS.
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